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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
 
 American Literature is a two semester course. Readings are chosen to reflect the expansion of our 
literary canon. First semester’s readings draw from 19th and 20th century authors; the traditional voices of  
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Walt Whitman, Edgar A. Poe, 
Emily Dickinson, and Mark Twain will blend with those of  Sherman Alexi, Louise Erdrich, Toni 
Morrison, Celeste Ng, Maxine Hong-Kingston,Tayari Jones, etc. to embrace the broader scope of our 
evolving canon. Second semester’s focus delves deeply into themes that mark our diverse literary 
heritage, featuring Claude Brown, James Baldwin, Ta-Nehisi Coates, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Jacqueline 
Woodson, Claudia Rankine, John Steinbeck, Edward Albee, Tennessee Williams, etc. This includes 
authors alive today. We start Tuesday classes with poetry and Thursday classes with grammar. Both 
semesters are packed with great reading and writing.  
 
 Briefly, here is a list of what I expect from you: 
 
• reading assignments, which reflect the block schedule - usually 20 pages per night, so pace 

yourselves with a 40 page assignment 
• analytical and creative papers (approx. 5 per semester) – with variety in length and content 
• reading quizzes (good for discussion and revealing of your comprehension) 
• class discussions (Please participate. We all learn from each other.) 
• tests and in class writing assignments 
• a final exam: essay and objective (often written by you) 
• a binder for class notes, vocabulary lists, assignments, and handouts (Have one by our next meeting.)  
• devoted daily attendance and attention to the bi-weekly assignment sheet 
 
TYPING AND HARD COPY 
 Major assignments must be TYPED. Small homework assignments should be typed as well, but 
they may be handwritten in ink and double-spaced if you have a computer problem. Avoid pencil. All 
work must be written on ONE side of the paper. I expect hard copy for all assignments unless otherwise 
assigned. Until I manage Google Classroom, please give me hard copy.      
 
GRADES        
 I use points for arriving at grades. Each assignment is worth a certain number of points. Tests 
and papers are worth more, but little reading quizzes add up. At the end of a grading period, I simply 
divide the number of points you have by the total possible to arrive at your average. Grades are 
cumulative; your average at each nine-week grading period will determine your grade. The final exam is 
worth approximately 20%. It is designed to offer you an opportunity to showcase your improved skills 
and knowledge. If there is a big gap between your first and second 9 weeks, I will adjust your grade to 
reflect the improvement I see in the second 9 weeks. Please check PowerSchool any time to track your 
progress, and see me if there is an error. 
 
 Assigned papers must come in on time. I reduce the grade on late work (unless there is a family 
emergency). Late work  receives few comments, if any. Rewrites are always welcome. I take off two pts. 
a day up to a week; after a week, your paper will receive 50% of what it would have received on time, 
plus “mercy” points, depending on the quality of the work. Respect deadlines. 
 



ATTENDANCE 
 Attendance is critical. Coming in late is rude, disruptive and contrary to the trust established at 
CHS. Too many tardies will affect your class participation mark, which is one-fifth of each nine-week 
grade. Reading quizzes are given at the beginning of the block, so be on time. Teachers are not required 
to give make-up work options for work missed due to skipping. You need to have honest excuses for 
missed work. BK2, be alert, awake and cheery!!! BK4, you will eat lunch soon. 
 
FINAL COMMENTS 
 Discussions are always a challenge because some students are naturally more chatty, but I try 
hard to encourage everyone to speak. If you hide behind someone in front of you, keep your eyes averted 
and tremble, I will speak to you privately about why you feel so nervous. Try to speak out at least once a 
day. My energy level is pretty consistent (i.e. high). I want, expect, demand, and love good discussions. I 
look forward to hearing from all of you. 
 
 Please speak with me if you have a problem at any time. It’s counterproductive for you to stew 
over some concern that we can work out in minutes of conversation. I am in the room often at lunch, and 
I am free BK6 and, on Fridays, I’m free BKS 3, 5 and 6 (7 with an appointment). You have my phone 
numbers, and I'm FAST on email for a real discussion. Please text me only for a reminder or 
clarification. I can’t do thesis talk in a text! Part-time, I am not here on Mon. and Wed. 
 
 Plagairism, a sign of desperation or laziness, damages the trust between you and me and makes 
everyone unhappy. If you plagarize, I will schedule a conference with you, the dean, your parents, and 
me. For partical credit, I will allow a rewrite with strict guidelines and help. When you feel desperate 
about an assignment, call me for help. Never go to the Internet for assistance. Your voice is the only one 
I want to hear in your papers. Most colleges expel students for plagiarism. 
 
 Finally, coffee and pop are fine if you take care of recyclying and cleaning up. NO eating, unless 
we ALL share a special snack, planned or unplanned. Snacks that connect to the texts are best. I have 
made “scarlet letter cookies” and would be happy to pass on the recipe. Many of you will make pies from 
scratch and talk about your crust crimping methods when we read a chapter in Love Medicine. Pie crust is 
imperative for a happy life. Pies are delicious, and I pay close attention to the food in the texts we read. 
What people eat or don’t is part of characterization and theme in literature. AND, cell phones are a fact of 
life, but you may use them only in the event of a family emergency. Let me know when you expect a call 
from a parent, and then take it in the hall. Unlike the happy life provided by pie baking, texting will 
result in tension between you and me and a low participation grade. 
 
 I love teaching this class and dislike writing this sort of "introduction/rule" sheet, but I know that 
ours is a graphocentric culture that values putting our expectations in writing. Since I expect you to do a 
lot of writing for me, it seems fair that I should do some for you. Welcome to American Literature, where 
HESTER PRYNNE STILL ROCKS. 


